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October 2,20AG

Mr. John Tinger
Permits and Standards Branch
U.S Environmental Protection Allency
Region lX, WTR,S
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

Dear lVlr. Tinger:

Subject Comments on the l:lroposed National Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permit, (;,40005241 for the Dry Creek Rancheria wastewater
treatment p.lant

Dry Creek Rancheriia, Sonoma County
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California Regi,mnal Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

Wiilliam R. Massey, Chairman
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Thank you for the opportunity to review and cornment on the above-referenced permit.
Overall, we believe that this is a ruell drafted permit that includes many requirements
necessary to protect water qualilly and public helalth. The permit requires that
wastewater be treated to an adv;rnced levef anrl it contains effluent limits for pollutants
of concern. We support these re quirements and, if properly implemented, we believe
they should ensure a high level crf wastewater treatment.

We appreciate your commitmen't to draft a pernrit that is consistent with the Water
Quality Control Plan for the Noftn Coasf Region (Basin Plan). The permit imptements
Basin Plan effluent and receivin6, water quality standards applicable for the.Russian
River watershed. However, we ilre concerned that discharges to the wate/corirse
identified as stream A1 are in dirilct conflict with our Basin Plan prohibitions. The
lmplementation chapter of the Birrsin Plan contains point source discharge prohibitions
for all freshwaterwatercourses vrrithin the Region. ln general, the prohibitions can be
grouped into three categories:

. Prohibition or seasonal lirohibition on clischarges to major rivers and their
tributaries.

. Prohibition on discharger:; to coastal streams and natural drainage ways that
flow directly to the ocean.
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' Prohibition cln dischargr;rs to surface freshwater impoundments and theirtributaries.

The proposed permit describes ltream A] as rrot being a tributary to the Russian River.Thereforg, this watercourse is considered to ber a treinLater impoundment and/ortributary to a freshwater impoun,:ilment ano oiscrratg;; ;i treated wastewater should beprohibited. The pernrit as writter.r woutd.ano;!;;;;:fi; ;ilft;ffiilTream Al,even when there is no flow in thrir receiving rui.t. n^t" 
"tr"am 

would flow off of triballands until ultimately pooling in tle channel ancl infirtrating into the ground. lt has beenreported that this stream. periodi,:;ally floods onto oo*nitr""r agricultural lands.Wastewater discharges to this iri,llaied stream *ord resutt in the accumulation ofpollutants over time' summer dirscharges would colfect in the channel and may result innuisance algal bloorns a1d mostluito h-abitat. w" r"q";;t that the permit be rewritten toensure full compliance with the Ii,asin plan.

ln addition the propot;ed permit contains monitoring requirements intended to ensurethat the treated effluent meets prirrmit standards. We request that copies of thesubmitted monitoring reports be I'orwarded.to our 
"g*n"y 

we will keep a file of thesereports that wiil be avairabre for r*view by the pub|rJ.- 
-'

we request that out^?911"u re.ce ive prompt notification in the event of any accidentalspill or a discharge of efftuent th;irt would iesult in u iirl lo pubtic health.

It appears that the Permittee will utilize chlorine for disinfection, However, the permitdoes not contain ef{luent limits fcn chlorine resiclual. chlorine can be highly toxic toaquatic organisms g.ve^n aJ very ft)w levels. we reluest'tnrt rppropriate chlorineresidual effluent limits be include:1 in the permit and that levefs in discharges toreceiving waters be monitored orr a continuous basis.

rhank you for the opportunity to t'eview and conrment on this permit. tf you have any:omments or questions please fe r:l free to contact myself or John Short on my staff.
Sincerefy,
.  ' .4

t'l ', i , ri.l

.''i/,t,),lf {.'/ i.; ,' t-,
latherine Kuhlman
Ixecutive Officer
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